The Physics Teacher ◆ Vol. 52, April 2014
Astronomy in Two-Year Colleges
We have been looking at physics enrollments in two-year colleges (TYCs); we now turn our focus to astronomy. In 2011, we estimate that 71% of TYCs that offered physics courses also offered astronomy courses. It is possible that there are TYCs that offer astronomy that do not offer physics; data for these schools are not included in our estimates. We estimate that 51,000 students took an astronomy course at a TYC in 2011. We also have data on enrollments in astronomy courses taught by degree-granting physics departments and by departments that offer a degree in astronomy-including both stand-alone astronomy departments and those that offer degrees in both physics and astronomy. The number of students taking astronomy courses at TYCs is equivalent to that in departments that grant at least a bachelor's degree in astronomy.
Next month, we will shift our focus to the representation of women among the faculty in degree-granting physics departments. If you have any questions or comments, please contact Susan White at the Statistical Research Center of the American Institute of Physics (swhite@aip.org).
And the Survey Says ... 
